"It's a good thing all of them do not live. But
if each of these flies laid 120 eggs and if all those
eggs hatched, how many flies should we have?"

"Let me see," said Peggy, getting a piece of
paper and a pencil and writing:

120
X120

2400
120

14,400

"Oh, my! 14,400 flies! Now, Til keep my eyes
open for the next fly that buzzes in. But, Daddy,
why are flies dangerous? Most of them don't bite,
and they are so small/'

"Yes, but on their feet and wings and bodies
flies carry bacteria. They drop these bacteria in
milk and on food that is not covered. They shake
off bacteria when they walk on people's hands
and faces. These bacteria may make people sick.
That's why flies are so dangerous," Peggy's father
told her.

That summer there were so many flies Peggy
couldn't sit outdoors. "They walk all over me,"
she said. "I guess some people forgot to kill them
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